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Case	Reports	

• The	ideal	Lancet	Case	Report	is	of	general,	not	specialist	interest.	It	tells	a	clinical	
story	of	a	difficult	differential	diagnosis	in	an	engaging	and	concise	manner,	while	
respecting	the	dignity	of	the	patient.	Novelty	is	not	essential,	but	at	least	one	
broadly	useful	learning	point	is.	The	author	should	have	been	involved	in	the	care	
of	the	patient.	

• Present	a	diagnostic	conundrum,	and	explain	how	you	solved	it.	Tell	us	about	the	
presentation,	history,	examination,	investigations,	management,	and	outcome.	In	
your	discussion,	educate	the	reader.	

• We	do	not	usually	publish	reports	purporting	to	show	the	effectiveness	of	
medical	interventions	in	single	cases.	

• Use	no	more	than	1000	words	and	5	references.	Explanatory	and	graphic	
pictures	(up	to	a	maximum	of	two)	can	be	helpful.	

• Consent	for	publication	in	print	and	electronically	must	be	obtained	from	the	
patient	or,	if	this	is	not	possible,	the	next	of	kin	before	submission.	See	Patient	
and	other	consents	

	


